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Copér, Honduras

Altar Y was found cache under Stela 4, dated at 2.14.15,0.0, in
the Great Plaza (Morley 1920:8&). From this placement, we may
deduce that the date on the Altar was earlier than Stela 4 and that
1Q—Rabbit placed the altar under the stela for some important Family
or historical purpose. -

The verb (AR preceding the vame arnd following the_upemiﬂg date
is clearly the T740.181 *"birth’ glyph (Fig. 1). The action then is

* the birth of someone important to 18 Rabbit and his dynasty. .

The probtagonist®s name on Altar Y (BE-C1) comsists of a snake
with a TEZ ca prefix attached to its forehead and a second glyph
cumpu%ed of a TIFE *smoke’ sigrn aver a flatterned fish. This
combination of glyphs also coouwrs on Stela B (Fig. &) as the name
Butz?~Chaar, who was the sleventh sudcegssos of the Copdn dymasty
{Copdn Note I14), I the person recorded on Altar Y is the same
person then the date should be within biclogically reascnable vange
of the krnown dates associated with this king. His acmeaﬁioﬁ was on
2.7.5.0.8 8 Lamat & Mac and his death on 9.9.14.16.9 & Mulue &

Kayal.
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Movrley (1920:66) read the Calendar Rownd as 6 Cimi 19 Uon with
the possible Lang Count placements of 9.4.8.18.6, 9.7.1.7.6,
9.9.14.2. 6. The last two of these position are later than the
accession date, and thus not possible candidates. The eafliest
placement would make Butz? —Chaan 5.6.4.3 or 104 years, 258 days, an
urreascnable agey we think, for a Classic Maya king.

The numerical cosfficient = thé day sign, however, is as likely

to be seven as six. 7 Cimi 19 Uo accocuwrs at 9.6.9. 4.6, giving am age

3]

of 3.5.18.3 or 64 years, 266 days at his death. The same birth date
gives an age of 15, 14.8 o~ 15 years, 200 days at his accession.

Both ages are well within biological limitations documented for
Classic Maya kings at Copan and octher sites.

That 18-~Rabbit should cache at altar recording the bivth of
Hutz’"Chaan,is in keeping with the particular reverence he displayed
for this amcestor. David Btuart (personal communication, 1986)
firet roted the ococouwrrernce of Butz?-Uhaar's rname on the rear of
Stela A, the mornument adjacent to Stela 4. The rame appears i &
difficult passage that irncludes expressicns for death and most
impaftaﬂtly the verb TIX.G679.177:683k, which also cocurs on the
tablet frﬁm Temple 14 at Palengus, which celebrates a posthumous
event, perhaps the apothecsis, of the king Charn-Bahlum, Stela A is,
therefore, likely to record a commenceation o perbaps the recall of

Butz?! ~Chaan by his descendent.
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1. The Copéan Notes are a running series of commantaries and
small reports deriving from the multidisciplinary research
project desigred to record and analyze the moncolithic and
architectural sculpture of Copan. The Copén Mosaics Project has
received support fram the Center for Field Regéarch (Earthwatchs
1585, 1986, and 1987), Northern Illincis University (1985, 1386,
and 19873, The National Science Foundation (1986 and 1987), The
National Endowment for the Homanities (1986 and 1987), the
Naticral Gecgraphic Society (1386 and 19873, The H. John Heine
III Charitable Foundation (128&), ana the Institute Mondurefio deg
Antropalogia e Historia (L.H. A H. 5 1885 and 198&), and is
conducted under the authority and juwrisdictiow of the I.H.A.H.
through a five-year agreement betweern the I.HL AL H. and Northern
I1liveois University. Aocording to the terms of that apreement,
any publication using materials (either wirittern o in the form of

livie drawings o photos) derived from the Coparn Mosaiocs Project
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must receive pricoe written covsent from the Project divector
(William Fash) and the Director of the Instituto Honduredo de

Antrapologia e Historia (Victor Crusz).




Figure 1 Altar Y




