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indeed a scribe or assumes a title of scribe. The
royal families did include among their members
individuals who were versed the art of writing.
David Stuart points out that a member of the
house of Naranjo was indeed the artist who
painted the vase known as Coe 47. The title of
scribe, particularly that of the Ahau scribe would
be in keeping with the practices of royal per-
sonages (Kerr 1987).

In the Copan area of Sepulturas a carved bench
is shown to have been dedicated to a scribe who
has connections to the royal house of Copan. A
statue carved in the round of a scribe was found
in the debris of the structure. One of the main
hallmarks of the scribe as expressed in sculpture

In Copan Note No. 56, it is suggested that the
icon inserted in the headband of the glyph ahau is
a perforator (Fig.1.)
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It is suggested here that this icon is not a per-
forator but instead is the scribal feather, inferring
that the person to whom this glyph is dedicated is

and on the vases is a feather worn behind the ear
tucked into the headband. The icon shown in the
glyph under discussion is this feather.
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A vase excavated at Copan (Fig. 2) shows two
scribes both of whom have the feather icon behind

the ear in the same position as the ahaw glyph
above.
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The glyph is that of an Ahau as indicated by the
spot on the cheek, a common way of identifying
Ahau or lord. The headband twin, Hunaphu is
shown with the spot on the cheek and a headband.
This twin is also shown as a scribe. The haif
brothers Hun Batz and Hun Chuen are usually
identified as scribes but the other set of twins,
Hunaphu and Xbalanque may also be shown using
the implements of the scribe (Fig. 3).
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Maya rulers use many titles to annouce their

power, the scribal title was one of them.,
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1. From Linda Schele: On the last day of the 1991 Advanced Seminar of the Texas Maya Meetings,
Mathew Looper presented his findings on the wooden box from Tortuguero (Coe 1974) which includes a
version of this glyph, one with a bird head rather than the ahaw head, as a title into which a lord was
seating. As Matt presented his interpretations, Nikolai Grube leaned over to me and whispered that he
thought the title might be itz 'ar, "sage.” His suggestion is supported by the consistant presence of a ta or 1/
suffix as a phonetic complement and by the appearance of a tz’a prefix in examples on Caracol Stela 16
and the Step from Papagayo at Copan. Nikolai will write a later paper with full evidence for his reading,
but I believe he has correctly deciphered the glyph and provided phonetic evidence for Justin’s identifica-

tion in this note.



